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Asbury Theological Seminary Receives Papers of Famed Missionary Evangelist E. Stanley Jones 
On September 29th 2001 Asbury Theological 
Seminary formally opened the 
Papers of E. Stanley Jones 
(1884-1973). Featured speak-
ers included mission historian 
David Bundy and Jones' biogra-
pher Stephen Graham. A spe-
cial highlight of the aftemoon 
was the participation of Jones' 
daughter, Eunice Mathews 
Jones, and son-in-law Bishop 
James Mathews. The Jones' 
Papers span the years I 9 1 3 to 
the I 9 70s. They include corre-
spondence, personal notebooks, 
sermons, addresses, pictures and 
printed matter. The collection 
documents Jones' role as a mis-
sionary, best-selling author, 
evangelist and diplomat. 
Especially note worthy are the 
notebooks in which he summa-
rized his vast reading and select-
ed material that he would use in 
his writings. The collection 
includes correspondence from 
such notable leaders of his gen-
eration as Gandhi, Nehru, 
church leaders such as G. 
Bromley O xam, Georgia 
Harkness, and long-time associ-
ates, J. T. Seamands and J. 
Waskom Pickett. 
Honored in a 193 8 Time 
Magazine article as the greatest 
missionary of our time, E. 
Stanley Jones (1884- 19 73) was 
converted in I 899 and experi -
enced a deeper baptism of the 
Holy Spirit in 1902 after reading 
Hannah Whitall Smith's 
Christian 's Secret of a Happy Life. 
Desiring to preach like the 
famed holiness evangelist H. C. 
Morrison, Jones enrolled at 
Asbury College, graduating in 
1906. While at Asbury College, 
Jones shared a room with J. 
Waskom Pickett, later a leg-
endary missionary bishop in 
India. Appointed as an MEC 
missionary to India, 
tered non-Westem C hristian 
faith. Continuing his intentional 
effort to root C hristiani ty in 
indigenous social institutions, 
Jones created the first Christian 
ashram, modeled after Hindu 
spiritual retreats, in 
, Jones served as pastor 
of an English language 
church in Lucknow 
(190 7-19 11) and then 
was appointed confer-
ence evangelist. In 
India, Jones often 
worked with Pickett 
i ..•• t .··-~. , 
1930 . Equally impor-
tant for Jones' mature 
articulation of the 
Christian fa ith was a 
193 4 visit to Moscow. 
Keenly aware of the 
attractiveness of 
Marxism to inte llectu-
als in the depression-
. 
and another Asbury 
ridden decade of the College graduate, E. A. 
Seamands. In 191 I, E. Stanley lones 1930s, Jones was 
No longer content with defending the 
certainties of his Western Evangelical 
faith, Jones became convinced that the 
living Christ transcended national and 
cultural boundaries 
he married missionary educator, 
Mabel Lossing. Following a 
physical and emotional break-
down in 1915, Jones gradually 
expe rienced healing. No longer 
content with defending the cer-
tainties of his Western 
Evangelical faith, Jones became 
convinced that the living Christ 
transcended national and cultur-
al boundaries. In his best seller, 
The Christ of the Indian Road 
(1925) which made him an 
international celebrity, he articu-
lated his vision of a Christ-cen-
deeply moved by Russian social 
and economic experiments 
aimed at improving the lives of 
peasants. Convinced that the 
West had much to learn fro m 
these experiments, Jones, never-
theless, believed that Christ's 
teaching in the Sermon on the 
Mount and the biblical image of 
the kingdom of God offered a 
superior model of social regen-
eration. In Christ's Alternative to 
Communism (1 9 35), The Choice 
Before Us ( I 93 7) and Is the 
Kingdom of God Realism? (1940>, 
Jones outlined his vision of a 
non-capitalist egalitarian social 
order. 
O n furlough in the United 
States during the early 1940s, 
Jones directly confronted 
America's history of racial dis-
crimination. In his 19 44 book, 
The Christ of the American Road, 
he urged African-Americans to 
employ Gandhian style civil dis-
obedience to achieve a racially 
integrated society. A friend of 
Gandhi, Jones wrote Mahatma 
Gandhi: An Interpretation ( 1948) 
following the Indian leader's 
assassination. Although he was 
immensely popular, Jones' com-
mitment to pacifism, criticisms 
of capitalism and support racial 
integration troubled many of his 
contemporaries. Dismissed as a 
naive liberal by writers as 
diverse as Walter Horton, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Keswick 
writer Robert C. McQuilkin and 
holiness evangelist John Paul, 
Jones remained an unrecon-
structed holiness evangelist who 
united Wesleyan personal piety 
and social gospel activism. 
Although convinced that much 
of his training at Asbury College, 
such as premillennialism and 
dogmatic style apologetics, was 
anachronistic, Jones remained 
deeply rooted in the experiential 
piety of historic Methodism. In 
his widely read devotional 
books and especially in his 
important later work, Victory 
Through Surrender (1966), Jones 
taught that in self-surrender to 
Christ an individual realized his 
or her true potential. 
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Asbury Receives Significant Collection from Evangelist 
T. L. Osborn 
On Friday May I I, Dr. T. L. Osborn presented the B. L. Fisher Library of Asbury 
Theological Seminary a 24-volume encyclopedia documenting his ministry. Other 
items donated by Osborn included over 125 audio and videocassettes and 40 books 
authored by Osborn and his late wife, Daisy. Osborn has presented this collection to 
such other libraries, as the Bodleian Library, Oxford University; Cambridge University 
Library; Fuller Theological Seminary Library; and the Lenin Library, Moscow 
University. 
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